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DANCE REVIEW

A owerful
fus10n of
bodies,
identities

By Lewis SEGAL
Times Staff Writer

Voluminous -yet revealing,
contemporary yet full of refer-
ences to a glamorous past, Ryan
Heffington’s costumes for “Vie-
torious” fine-tune the art of as-
semblagewithspectaaﬂardex—
terity. Moreover, their ability to
align all sorts of influences pro-
vides a key to the work itseif: a

new two-act dance-drama piled

high with thematic concepts and
movement styles but no linear
plot.

Choreographer Kitly McNa-
mee has brought to the Open
Fist Theatre in Hollywood not
only her formidably versatile
Hysterica Dance Company but
also an ability to make the clash
of idioms yield insights about hu-
man relationships. -

Reviewed Saturday, the work
initially focuses on three couples:
Tara Nicole Hughes and Scott
Hislop (impossibly gorgeous,
hopelessly screwed up); Nina
McNeely and Heflington (seri-
ously playful); and Mecca An-
drews and Lisa K Lock (in-

their fragments of ballet steps
architecture in_a ruined land-
scape. They love each other, but
that's not enough — not until
interaction with the others (es-
pecislly Andrews-Lock) helps
them inhabit their bodies more
authentically.

Meanwhile, McNeely and
Heffington graze contentedly on
each other — and whatever’s out
there to be experienced or tasted
(People feeding each other be-
comes one of the major panto-
mime motifs of the piece).
They're arguably the least inter-

identities. Theybeoome the vi-
sionary teachers of “Victorious,”
and maybe more: Andrews’ cos-
tume suggests the amalgama-
tion ofAfrk:an ‘mother-goddess

"Wctonous as a study of neo-
Victorian mpression (Hughes-
Hislop) versus organic, instine-
tual openness (Andrews-Lock),
andthatsthee&siastwaytolook
at it. However, the house pro-
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